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Presidentôs Message - The Year in Review 
 
Much of the OOAôs political activities this year revolved 
around the Minister of Healthôs referral to HPRAC 
regarding optician-performed sight testing and the 
regulation of dispensing.  The sight-testing portion of the 
referral was essentially a revisiting of the original referral 
that resulted in a recommendation to Minister Elizabeth 
Witmer to stop opticians from performing sight tests.  
Minister Witmer acted upon that recommendation.  The 
second part of the referral questioned the necessity for 
regulating the dispensing of eyeglasses.  Naturally both the 
College of Opticians of Ontario (COO) and the OOA 
immediately gave the referral top priority. 
 
The referral came as a surprise to both the College of 
Opticians of Ontario (COO) and the OOA.  Even the chair 
of HPRAC was unaware of what had triggered the referral 
by the Minister.  Whatever the catalyst both the COO and 
the OOA had to work fast to prepare both oral and written 
submissions to a short deadline. 
 
The OOA worked cooperatively with the COO and the 
Opticians Association of Canada (OAC) in ensuring that 
HPRAC understood not only the regulatory issues but also 
the concerns of opticians.  HPRAC hired a consulting firm 
(The Courtyard Group) to follow up on the initial 
consultation.  In total the OOA participated in three 
presentations and meetings plus public consultations. 
 
Sight Testing in British Columbia 
The Automated Sight Testing Regulation in B.C. appears 
to be on track to be implemented in late February or early 
March.  The Minister of Health has met with all stakeholder 
Colleges and informed them that the decision to implement 
has been made.  The Regulation was first announced in 
November of 2004 but has had to go through the normal 
government process of consultation and committee review 
since that time.  The College of Opticians of Ontario, the 
OOA and the OAC have participated in the consultation 
process.  The OAC in particular has contributed heavily to 
the process.  The B.C. regulation will allow B.C. opticians 
to provide automated sight tests for consumers without 
having to have the results authorized by a physician.  The 
OOA believes that this regulation will provide important 
precedent and will assist Ontario opticians in their quest for 
an increase in scope of practice. 

 
Government Relations 
As a parallel activity with the HPRAC referral the OOA 
continued to meet with and lobby MPPôs to provide them  

 
 

with background material about the issues covered by the 
referral.  It is important to gain support in this way in case 
sight testing becomes a discussion in the legislature or at 
the caucus and/or cabinet level.  The OOA continues to 
employ a Public Relations firm to assist the OOA Board  
in developing lobby strategies and to promote opticianry. 
 
Five Year Review 
Work has begun on the five-year review of the Regulated 
Health Professions Act (RHPA).  This is a process that 
has been mandated to keep the RHPA current and 
dynamic.  All Regulated Health Professions participate 
through written submissions.  As a preliminary activity the 
OOA took part in a 2-day workshop that outlined the 
process and the role the stakeholders play.  
 
College of Opticians Draft Standards of Practice 
The OOA regularly attends Board meetings of the COO 
and has met numerous times with the COO apart from 
Board meetings as issues arise that are of concern to 
opticians.  Currently the COO has circulated its Draft 
Advertising Regulation as well as its Draft Standards of 
Practice document.  Opticians have been invited to 
comment on both documents and to suggest changes 
and/or improvements.  The OOA will also be making a 
submission to the COO to make certain that the College 
understands the impact of these draft documents on 
opticians and the way they practice.   
                  é contôd page 2 
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